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COVER 

Black bear mom and cub at 
Anan Creek, Wrangell, 
Alaska, courtesy of Mark 
Kelley. 
www.MarkKelley.com 
 
Thank you to all of the 
photographers who  
contributed to this  
newsletter! 

Looking 

Forward  

T he year 2020 was a remarkable year for the Southeast Alaska Land 

Trust (SEALT). In the face of the pandemic and other challenges, we 

demonstrated nimbleness as an organization. Now, with the first day of 

spring behind us, and the days lengthening and (slightly) warming, we 

are starting 2021 with an ambitious to-do list.  

We are hiring! SEALT is seeking an Executive Director to carry out the 

work of the organization and build on a solid foundation of land 

conservation. Find the job description at: SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org. 

With the addition of two new conservation properties, we will be 

monitoring more acres than ever during the upcoming field season – over 

3,600 acres across our region. SEALT will be ensuring that these lands 

remain unspoiled. At the same time, we will be looking for opportunities 

to conserve more of Southeast Alaska. This is our promise to you. 

Sign up to receive e-news at: 
www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org 

The Hilda Creek conservation easement is 43-acres on the south side of Douglas Island, 

in Juneau. It is the most productive salmon stream along the 20-mile shoreline.  
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Leave a Lasting Legacy for 

Southeast Alaska 
Making a bequest to the Southeast Alaska Land 

Trust is a simple way to preserve the places that 

you care about the most.  

You can name the Southeast Alaska Land Trust as 

a beneficiary of your will, trust, retirement plan, 

life insurance policy, or financial accounts.  

Anyone can make a bequest, and no amount is too 

small. 

For more information, please contact Krista. 

(907) 586-3100  |  Krista@sealt.org 

More daylight also means more time outside. 

We hope that you are getting out to enjoy the 

land – land that you can hike on, land that 

provides wildlife habitat and sustains local  

food sources, land that holds our history. 

Thank you for joining us in conserving lands 

important to Southeast communities. Our 

success is your success! 

  - Jay Nelson 

    President, Board of Directors 
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Refuge 

Boundary 

Gets a 

Boost 

S ince 2002, the Southeast Alaska Land Trust has been working to expand 

upon the established conservation area of the Mendenhall Wetlands State 

Game Refuge (Refuge), in Juneau. This winter, SEALT conserved an additional 

2.5 acres along the boundary. We named the property Eagles View. 

The Refuge was established to preserve the unique recreational and wildlife 

values of the Mendenhall Wetlands, which is the third-largest saltwater tide 

marsh in Southeast Alaska. The boundary of the Refuge is defined as the mean 

high-tide level, also known as the meander line. As post-glacial rebound lifts the 

outer edges of the Refuge beyond the reach of the tides (a phenomenon known 

as “isostatic rebound”), the Refuge boundary shrinks. This uplifted land begins 

to support pioneer communities of plants like grasses, fireweed, and eventually 

coniferous trees. 

No longer held within the Refuge, these uplands become available for private 

ownership by adjacent landowners. This is where SEALT comes in. SEALT 

partners with these landowners to conserve these lands, or purchase the land 

outright, like we did with the Eagles View property.  

“Eagles View is an important link in the network of existing conservation lands 

along the Refuge,” said Jay Nelson, President of the Board of Directors. “As 

Juneau grows, this rich and diverse urban wetland will become increasingly 

precious as a spawning and rearing area for salmon and other species and a 

source of recreation for residents and visitors alike.  This acquisition is a win for 

Juneau’s future.” 

With the conservation of Eagles View, SEALT now conserves 21 

parcels and over 103 acres abutting the Refuge. The addition of our 

new Vanderbilt Creek property protects even more wetlands nearby.  
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I n Lemon Creek, Juneau’s industrial area, across the street from Western Auto 

Marine and partially hidden on the other side of a handful of scrub brush and 

evergreens, there is a hidden oasis.  

In February 2021, we were thrilled to place over 37 acres of wetlands in this area 

under conservation. This property represents some of the last undeveloped 

wetlands in the Lemon Creek area. 

The property is named Vanderbilt Creek, after the stream which meanders through 

the wetlands. The creek begins as runoff and upwells of freshwater at the base of 

Blackerby Ridge before it drains into the Mendenhall Wetland State Game Refuge, 

a mere 1/4 mile away.  

The creek is listed as an impaired waterbody by the Alaska Department of 

Environmental Conservation, due to water quality concerns. Rainwater from 

nearby roads can wash motor oil, gasoline, trash, and other pollutants into the 

stream, harming fish and other wildlife that depend on the creek for food and 

shelter.  The wetlands present on the property help buffer the stream from these 

impacts. 

Despite these concerns, Vanderbilt Creek is valuable as habitat for rearing salmon, 

including Coho, which have a limited number of rearing areas in Southeast Alaska. 

“Streams that empty into the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge provide 

important rearing habitat for juvenile Coho,” stated Neil Stichert, SEALT Board 

member. “In turn, these ‘urban’ Coho contribute to multiple fisheries when they 

return.”  

The permanent conservation of the Lemon Creek property safeguards Vanderbilt 

Creek from additional pollution, benefiting fish and other wildlife. 

Urban 

Salmon 

Habitat 

Shielded 

from 

Pollution 

This wetland property in Juneau was 

historically part of a 100+ acre homestead. 
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THANK YOU  
We sincerely appreciate the generosity and strong commitment to local land conservation shown by 

our members. Thank you to the following donors who gave so generously between January 1, 2020, 

and December 31, 2020. Also, a big thank you to our Legacy Fund donors (in orange), our Evergreen 

Society members (in green), and our Sustaining members (in blue). If you believe you have been left 

off of this list in error, please email Amanda at amanda@sealt.org. 

CHAMPIONS $1,000+ 

Kristine Allen  

   & David Waters 

Annie & Bud Carpeneti 

Len & Patricia Ceder 

Clay Frick 

DeeAnn Grummett 

Juneau Community  

   Foundation 

National Fish & Wildlife  

   Foundation 

Jay Nelson & Rachel Stewart 

Frank & Sally Rue 

Southeast Alaska Fish  

   Habitat Partnership 

Nancy Waterman  

   & Bill Leighty 

Bart Watson 

Alex & Peggy Wertheimer 

Mary Willson 

Wendy Wolf  

   & John Osborne 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

 

GUARDIANS $500+ 

Deborah Ballam  

   & Mark Schwan 

Nathan Bishop  

   & Amanda Arra 

Duane Callahan 

Diana Cote 

Timothy Fullam 

Drs. Amanda & Bill Gillum 

Beverly Haywood  

   & Kathy Tibbles 

Mark Kelley  

   & Janet Beauchamp 

Geoff & Marcy Larson 

Grey & Beth Pendleton 

Sam Skaggs 

Mary Anne Slemmons  

   & James Baldwin 

Anne Sutton 

Tom Thornton & Yuge Ma 

Anonymous 

 

STEWARDS $250+ 

Mary Ellen Arvold  

   & Dave Haas 

Bruce Baker 

Rhonda Biles  

   & David Tallmon 

Koren Bosworth 

Bruce & Lupita Botelho 

Marsha Buck 

Linda Buckley 

Sandy Burd 

Daniel Collison 

Jan Conitz 

Teresa Cramer 

Jenny & Kent Dawson 

Linda & Rich Deakins 

Skip Elliott 

Joe & Corine Geldhof 

Harry Green  

   & Diane Meador 

Bill Hanson & Kate Troll 

Pat Harris 

Mary Claire Harris 

Cristi Herren & Chas Dense 

Katharine & Jim Heumann 

Gretchen Keiser & Bob Wild 

Bob King & Sally Schlichting 

Eric Kueffner  

   & Maria Gladziszewski 

Susan & Jonathan Pollard 

Rasmuson Foundation 

Linda & Paul Rosenthal 

Deborah Rudis & Kim Titus 

Lee Schmidt 

Jeff Short & Wendy Whelan 

Amy Skilbred  

   & Eric Jorgensen 

Jeffrey & Susan Sloss 

Kate & Neil Slotnick 

John & Kay Spurr 

Carole Triem 

Mary Watson 

Kayla & Jay Wyatt 

Anonymous 

 

ADVOCATES $100+ 

Paul & Carol Adamus 

Willie Anderson 

Kathryn Angell  

   & Dutch Leonard 

Bob Armstrong  

   & Pauline Strong 

Charles & Susan Ashbaugh 

Elizabeth Balstad 

Sandra Barclay 

Kris Benson 

Sarah Bibb 

Gretchen Bishop 

Joyanne Bloom 

Heather Bradner  

   & Andy Kline 

Geron & Roberta Bruce 

Sam Capp & Debera Cokeley 

Jeannette Cook 

Lamar Cotten 

Robert Daniels 

Loren Domke  

   & Kathy Nielson 

Ritchie Dorrier  

   & Joel Bennett 

Michele Drummond 

Gregg & Judy Erickson 

Matthew Felix 

Emily Ferry  

   & Demian Schane 

Gail Findley 

Peter Froehlich  

   & Elsa Demeksa 

Mary Furuness 

Carol & Keith Gerken 

Joseph Giefer  

   & Karey Cooperrider 

Joan & Steve Gilbertson 

Allison Gillum 

Jane Ginter 

John Greely & Marla Berg 

Leanne Griffin 

Susan Hargis  

   & Dianne Bigge 

Stephanie Hoag  

   & John Staub 

Michael Jacobson 

Merrill & Kelly Jensen 

Adelaide (Di) Johnson  

   & Michael Hekkers 

Donna & Scott Johnson 

Dalton Kelsey 

Beth Kerttula & Jim Powell 

Lisa Kramer & Glen Wright 

Jonathan Kreiss-Tomkins 

Linda Kruger 

Gladi Kulp & Jon Pond 
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Melinda & Jonas Lamb 

Konrad Liegel  

   & Karen Atkins 

David Lienemann  

   & Sydney Kaufman 

Bob Lipchak  

   & Judy Sherburne 

Mary McDowell  

   & Gordon Williams 

Mike McKrill & Lisa Rollin 

Luann McVey  

   & Richard Steele 

Mari Meiners 

Tracey Miller  

   & Van Sundberg 

Mary Miller 

Gary & Kathleen Miller 

Roman Motyka 

Jan Moyer & Rory Darling 

Phil & Nancy Mundy 

Steve Nelson 

Julie Nielsen & Alan Steffert 

Christine & Martin Niemi 

Edward O'Rourke  

   & Julia Heinrich 

Dana Owen  

   & Joyce Thoresen 

Andrew Paul 

Diana Paul 

Arthur Peterson 

Susan Phillips 

Maggie Rabb 

Catherine Reardon  

   & Mark Handley 

Bob & Karen Rehfeld 

Matt Robus 

Jeff Sauer  

   & Theresa Svancara 

Bree & Caleb Wylie 

John Sisk & Mary Pat Schilly 

Sally Smith 

Gina Spartz 

Patricia Spence 

Tim Spivey 

Naomi Staley 

Mike Stanley  

   & Natalee Rothaus 

Michael Stark & MJ Grande 

Rob Steedle  

   & Jetta Whittaker 

Neil Stichert  

   & Samia Savell 

Ann Stokes 

Reed Stoops  

   & Betsy Brenneman 

David Sturdevant  

   & Susan Baxter 

Paul Suchanek 

Robert Sylvester 

Saralyn Tabachnick 

Theresa Tavel 

Deborah Tempel 

Theodore Thoma 

Joan Thompson  

   & Glenn Miller 

Carola Thompson 

Frank & Janet Thrower 

Mary & Kelly Tonsmeire 

James Triplette  

   & Jackie Walden 

Bruce Twomley 

Thomas & Anitra Waldo 

Cris & Jamie Waste 

Lisa Weissler  

   & Marshal Kendziorek 

Karen & William West 

Weyhrauch Family 

Doug Woodby  

   & Mary Hausler 

Brenda Wright & James Noel 

Steven & Helena  

   Zimmerman 

 

FRIENDS $1-$99 

Avista Foundation 

Kanaan Bausler 

Rainer & Susan Behnert 

Jane Blackwell 

Susan Brook 

Shirley Campbell 

Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Sariane Condon 

Claire Delbecq 

Ginny Eckert & Matt Jones 

Marjorie Fields  

   & Donald Greenburg 

Genevieve Gagne-Hawes 

Gary Gillette 

Ruth Gundersen 

Mary Hakala Ord  

   & Peter Ord 

Janice Hardman 

Patricia Harper 

Deborah & Kent Hart 

John Hudson  

   & Kimberly Frangos 

Sarah Isto  

   & Gordon Harrison 

Bart & Julie Koehler 

Thomas & Cynthia Krehbiel 

Cynthia Lagoudakis  

   & Bill Tremblay 

Chris & Sandra Landis 

Keith Levy 

Timothy Maguire 

Rob Mayer 

Diane Mayer  

   & Nancy Simpson 

Mary Alice McKeen  

   & David Ottoson 

Douglas Mertz  

   & Margo Waring 

David Mitchell 

Barbara Murray 

Liz Panaguiton 

Tamsen Peeples 

Carol Race & Tim Arness 

Douglas Redburn 

April Rezendes 

Joann Rieselbach 

Suzanne & Bob Sauerteig 

Masha Skuratovskaya  

   & Bryan Zimmerman 

Bridget Smith  

   & James Asper 

Anthony & Mary Ann Soltys 

Mary Lou Spartz  

   & Tracy Spartz Campbell 

Deborah Spencer 

Sondra Stanway  

   & Tom Lane 

Steven C. Weaver 

Rob & Rose Welton 

Patricia White 

James & Patricia Wilson 

Michael Yee  

   & Jessica Medlin 

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS 

Admiralty Environmental  

Alaska Fly Fishing Goods 

Alaskan Brewing Company 

Alexandria Capital LLC 

Art Matters LLC 

Bristol Myers Squibb 

Elgee Rehfeld LLC 

Gold Town Nickelodeon 

Hecla Greens Creek  

   Mining Company 

Nuggett Alaskan Outfitter 

Perseverance Theatre 

DONATIONS MADE IN 

HONOR OF:  

Kristi Allen & David Waters 

Chatam Ceder Henes 

Allison Gillum 

Rich Paul & Rena Minisi 

DONATIONS MADE IN 

MEMORY OF: 

June Baker 

Mike Grummett 

Tom Linklater 

Cliff Lobaugh 

Wilda J. Rodman Laughlin 

Alec Swayngham 
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Southeast Alaska Land Trust 
119 Seward Street, Suite 2 

Juneau, AK 99801 

The Southeast Alaska Land Trust collaborates with 

communities, individuals, and organizations 

throughout Southeast Alaska to help ensure that 

highly valued habitat, recreation, open space, and 

cultural and historic areas continue to thrive for the 

well-being of each generation.  

 

 

 

 

May 1 

Annual Juneau Community 

Wetlands Cleanup 

May 29 

Wild for Conservation  

5K Virtual Race 

July  

Field Day with  

Discovery Southeast 

July 

Property Celebration for the 

Grummett Wetlands 

Details at: 

SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org 

2021 Event 
Schedule 

© David Lienemann 


