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Lesser Yellowlegs at the 
Mendenhall Wetlands State 
Game Refuge in Juneau, 
courtesy of Mark Kelley. 
www.MarkKelley.com 
 
Thank you to all of the 
photographers who  
contributed to this  
newsletter! 

Looking 

Back On 

25 Years 

I n 1995, Sam Skaggs, a resident of Juneau, envisioned a non-profit, 

community organization that would help landowners in Southeast Alaska 

take actions to ensure that the natural values of the lands that they call home 

remain in place not just for themselves, but for all generations. 

With this vision, and the support of a half dozen volunteers, Deborah Marshall 

established the Southeast Alaska Land Trust as a member-supported, 

nonprofit 501(c)(3), tax-exempt organization on September 18, 1995.  

Since the beginning, our supporters (you!) have successfully preserved the 

landscapes that make up our Southeast Alaska home: sweeping panoramas, 

vital wetlands, vibrant salmon streams, lush grassy meadows, and rugged 

rocky shorelines.  

Now, over 3,500 conserved acres, 38 properties, and 25 years later, we find 

ourselves reflecting on all that we have accomplished as a community, while 

also looking forward to what’s coming next. 

We have a lot to celebrate! 

Sign up to receive e-news at: 
www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org 

The Jensen-Olson Arboretum, the first property conserved by the Southeast Alaska 

Land Trust in 1998, has become a beloved destination for our community. 
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“ 
” 

The Southeast Alaska Land 
Trust, like our conservation 
properties, is sustainable. 

Here’s to the next 25 years 
of conserving land for 
generations to come. 

 - Deborah Marshall, Founder 
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Is Conservation Right for 

You or Someone You Know? 
Would you like to protect your land? Do you 

know someone who might be interested in 

preserving their property? People conserve land 

for a variety of reasons. Many times it’s a way to 

ensure their love of the land will remain intact 

after they leave. For others, it’s a way to honor 

their loved ones.  

Sometimes it helps with estate planning or 

financial management. If you would like to have a 

conversation about conserving your land, feel free 

to call Krista Garrett, Conservation Specialist, at 

(907) 586-3100. All conversations are confidential. 
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W hen the Southeast Alaska Land Trust was approached by 

Earthjustice about conserving an undeveloped section of 

shorefront property on Douglas Island, in Juneau, we knew we had to act. 

Conserving this property, now known as the Grummett Wetlands (after 

the late Michael Grummett), has long been a goal of the organization. 

The Grummett Wetlands sit between and expands upon, two established 

conservation properties: the City and Borough of Juneau’s 108-acre 

Conservation Area and the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge. It 

was purchased using funds received through the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers wetland mitigation program, and it is one of the last 

undeveloped private parcels along the Douglas Island shoreline. 

Properties like this are becoming more and more critical to animals like 

deer and bear, who use it as a crossing between Douglas Island and the 

Refuge. Outright ownership allows us to manage the property as 

conservation lands, in perpetuity. 

When asked how he felt about the recent acquisition, Jay Nelson, 

President of the Board of Directors, was quick to reply: “It’s wonderful to 

be able to celebrate the acquisition of these beautiful wetlands on the 25th 

anniversary of the founding of the Southeast Alaska Land Trust. It’s 

especially rewarding that the conservation of this parcel was the dream of 

Mike Grummett, one of our early supporters and Board members.” 

The Grummett Wetlands are free and open year-round to the public for 

passive recreation, including hiking, birding, and exploring. 

This Local 

Conservation 

Area Is 

Growing 

This coastal property on Douglas Island, in Juneau, expands upon two 

established conservation areas and preserves an important corridor for 

Sitka black-tailed deer, black bear, and other wildlife. 
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Thanks to your support, the Southeast Alaska 

Land Trust is growing!  

Jordan Tanguay, originally from Maine, has filled 

a new, full-time Stewardship Coordinator 

position. Having Jordan on board means that we 

have more capacity to monitor and care our 

conservation properties, as well as more capacity 

to work toward conserving more land for wildlife 

and residents of Southeast Alaska. We’re thrilled to 

welcome Jordan to our team.  

To learn more about Jordan, please go to our 

website at www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org. 

Thank you, for making more conservation 

possible! 

Conservation has a bright 

future, thanks to you! 

Fish Get a Pass in Haines 
Work on removing a culvert at the Nelson 

Homestead conservation easement, in Haines, 

is nearly complete! The project, headed up by 

Takshanuk Watershed Council (TWC) and 

funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

aims to improve fish passage on Mink Creek for 

coho and chum salmon, Dolly Varden, and 

cutthroat trout. 

The culvert, installed as part of a road which is 

no longer in use, had been getting choked by 

sticks and debris and was creating a barrier for 

fish making their way upstream. Thanks to 

TWC, the culvert has been fully removed. All 

that remains left to do is replant the area with 

native vegetation. 

We’re excited to see the positive impact this 

improved passage will have on local fish! 

Sean Bryant operates the excavator which removed the 

culvert and cleared the surrounding road material. 
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25 YEARS OF LAND CONSERVATION MILESTONES

 

1995 

Southeast Alaska Land 

Trust—the beginning 

SEALT is officially 

incorporated on 

September 18, 1995. 
©

 B
o

b
 A

rm
st

ro
n

g
 

Jensen-Olson Arboretum, 

Juneau 

The first conservation 

project completed by 

SEALT. Caroline Jensen 

partnered with SEALT 

and the City and Borough 

of  Juneau to conserve her 

family’s land and gardens 

with a conservation 

easement. 

1998 

2001 

2010 

2010 

2003 

Gunnuk Creek  

North and South, Kake 

At a combined total of 

2,557 acres, these are the 

two largest conservation 

easements held by 

SEALT. These easements 

safeguard a municipal 

drinking water source for 

the community of Kake.  

Crescent Bay, Sitka 

This was the first property 

SEALT conserved in the 

community of Sitka. The 

easement conserves rare 

and valuable eelgrass beds. 

Herbert River Wetlands, 

Juneau 

SEALT worked with the 

State of Alaska and the 

City and Borough of 

Juneau to conserve the 

wetlands at the confluence 

of the Herbert and Eagle 

Rivers. Before this, the 

property was being 

considered for gravel 

extraction. 

First Mendenhall 

Peninsula property 

conserved, Juneau. 

Today, SEALT conserves 

11 properties along  

the Mendenhall  

Peninsula, establishing  

a buffer next to the 

Mendenhall Wetlands 

State Game Refuge.  
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Herbe

Herbert River Road 

25 YEARS OF LAND CONSERVATION MILESTONES 
2013 2015 2018 

2017 2020 2014 

Marjory & Edgar Huizer 

Fishing Access Site, Juneau 

This is SEALT’s first 

dedicated recreational 

access site. The property 

allows visitors to access 

Gastineau Channel and the 

Mendenhall Wetlands State 

Game Refuge from North 

Douglas Highway for 

fishing and other activities. 

Accreditation  

Accreditation through the 

Land Trust Alliance 

certifies that our practices 

meet national standards 

for excellence, uphold the 

public trust, and ensure 

that our conservation 

efforts are permanent. 

SEALT achieved 

reaccreditation in 2020. 

Nelson Homestead, 

Haines 

Located at the head of 

Mud Bay, this property is 

an historic homestead. 

The property still has 

remnants of a brick kiln, 

which supplied bricks to 

build up Fort William H. 

Seward, in Haines.  

Honsinger Wetlands, 

Juneau 

This property conserves 

important tidal wetland 

habitat adjacent to the 

Refuge, and also 

preserves an iconic 

viewshed within the 

community. 

Sunny Point, in Juneau, 

is completely conserved 

Starting in 2002, SEALT 

worked to conserve  six 

properties totaling 27 

acres of wetlands 

surrounding Sunny Point, 

preserving, among other 

things, critical habitat for 

migratory birds.  

Grummett Wetlands, 

Juneau 

This is SEALT’s most 

recent conservation 

success. To date, 38 

properties and 3,590 acres 

have been conserved 

throughout Southeast 

Alaska. 
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Bears, Berries, 

and Beavers 

W hen the Southeast Alaska Land Trust named the new Juneau 

conservation property the “Very Beary Berry Wetlands” after 

the plentiful black bears and the fruit they love, we didn’t know we 

should have included another “B” word in the name – beaver. 

Earlier this summer, the Southeast Alaska Land Trust received a phone 

call alerting us that beaver had returned to the property and had built 

a sturdy dam across Strawberry Creek, forming a large pond. 

We were excited to hear about the presence of beavers! Beaver are 

nature’s engineers. Beaver dams create complex and valuable habitat, 

especially for rearing salmon, which are significant economic drivers 

here in Southeast Alaska. 

But we also learned that the beaver pond was 

causing potential flooding concerns for our 

upstream neighbors. We needed to find a 

solution – but one that didn’t involve 

removing the dam or the beaver, because 

SEALT conserves habitat for all wildlife, not 

just bears. 

Enter, the pond leveler.  

Pond levelers are devices that allow water to 

flow through beaver dams. On August 29th, a 

crew of volunteers, unafraid of getting a little 

wet, installed a pond leveler at the beaver 

dam at Strawberry Creek. 

John Hudson, 

biologist for 

the Southeast 

Alaska 

Watershed 

Coalition, 

maneuvers 

the pond 

leveler into 

place. 
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To accomplish this, a 40-foot long, 15-inch diameter flexible pipe was placed into a notch in the dam. 

The pipe’s intake was set upstream of the dam in the pond and was enclosed in a large cage of wire 

mesh, to prevent the pipe from being clogged with debris. 

As long as the water in the pond is higher than the level of the pipe in the dam, the pond leveler will 

act as a drain, and water will flow through the pipe and bypass the dam. 

SEALT staff will be monitoring the pond leveler in the 

months ahead, adjusting it as needed. Hopefully, 

the pond leveler will lower the water level 

enough to give our upstream neighbors  

peace of mind – but not so much that  

the beaver will notice! 

Special thanks to all our partners, and 

especially to John Hudson, who played 

a major role in installing the pond leveler. 

Getting Seen in Sitka 
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We are thrilled to share that we have installed SEALT’s first interpretive signs along the Sitka 

Sea Walk at the Crescent Bay conservation property, in Sitka. The new signs complement the 

existing Sitka Sound Science Center signs. One sign explains the importance of SEALT’s work 

and the significance of the Crescent Bay conservation easement. The second sign focuses on 

eelgrass habitat in Crescent Bay, highlighting the fact that eelgrass preservation was one of 

the main reasons for conserving the Crescent Bay property. Keep your eyes out for more 

SEALT interpretive signs coming soon! 

Special thanks to Corvus Design for their work designing these signs, and to our partners at the City 

and Borough of Sitka and the Sitka Sound Science Center for helping with installation. 
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THANK YOU  
We sincerely appreciate the generosity and strong commitment to local land conservation shown by 

our members. Thank you to the following donors who gave so generously between January 1, 2019, 

and December 31, 2019. Also, a big thank you to our Legacy Fund donors (in orange), our Evergreen 

Society members (in green), and our Sustaining members (in blue). If you believe you have been left 

off of this list in error, please email Amanda at amanda@sealt.org. 

CHAMPIONS $1,000+ 

Kristine Allen  

   & David Waters 

Bruce Baker 

Duane Callahan 

Annie & Bud Carpeneti 

Len & Patricia Ceder 

Skip & Johnny Elliott 

Richard Gordon 

Nancy & Tom Griffith 

DeeAnn Grummett 

Patricia Harris 

The Leighty Foundation 

Judith Maier 

Jay Nelson & Rachel Stewart 

Julie & Peter Neyhart 

Eric Olsen & Vicki Bassett 

Frank & Sally Rue 

Reed Stoops  

   & Betsy Brenneman 

Tom Thornton & Yuge Ma 

Nancy Waterman  

   & Bill Leighty 

Alex & Peggy Wertheimer 

Mary Willson 

Wendy Wolf  

   & John Osborne 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

 

GUARDIANS $500+ 

Don & Lois Abel 

Nathan Bishop  

   & Amanda Arra 

Drs. Amanda & Bill Gillum 

Beverly Haywood  

   & Kathy Tibbles 

William & Charlotte Heard 

Mark Kelley  

   & Janet Beauchamp 

Stephen Moseley 

Joseph Newman  

   & Nancy Davis 

Sam Skaggs 

Carole Triem 

 

STEWARDS $250+ 

Mary Ellen Arvold  

   & Dave Haas 

Bruce & Lupita Botelho 

Marsha Buck 

Sandy Burd 

Elissa Chennavasin 

Jan Conitz 

Teresa Cramer 

Christopher Cummins 

Linda & Rich Deakins 

Carol & Keith Gerken 

Allison Gillum 

Susan Hargis  

   & Dianne Bigge 

Cristi Herren & Chas Dense 

Katharine & Jim Heumann 

Gretchen Keiser & Bob Wild 

Roman Motyka 

Youlian Ninkov 

Grey & Beth Pendleton 

Virginia Ragle 

Linda and Paul Rosenthal 

Mary Anne Slemmons  

   & James Baldwin 

Jeff and Susan Sloss 

Kate & Neil Slotnick 

Kim & Ethel Smith 

John & Kay Spurr 

Jane & Richard Stokes 

Carola Thompson 

 

ADVOCATES $100+ 

Paul & Carol Adamus 

Willie Anderson 

Eric Antrim 

Bob Armstrong  

   & Pauline Strong 

Mary & Jon Baum 

Rhonda Biles  

   & David Tallmon 

Joyanne Bloom 

Tom & Eva Bornstein 

Steve & Melissa Brockmann 

Susan Brook 

Mason Bryant 

Linda Camel 

Lamar Cotton 

Loren Domke  

   & Kathy Nielson 

Gregg & Judy Erickson 

Matthew Felix 

Marjorie Fields  

   & Donald Greenburg 

Gail Findley 

Kirk & Linda Flanders 

Scott Foster 

Timothy Fullam 

Mary Furuness 

Joe & Corine Geldhof 

Joan & Steve Gilbertson 

Dale Gosnell & Lise Paradis 

John Greely & Marla Berg 

Bill Hanson & Kate Troll 

Debbie & Kent Hart 

Elisabeth & Brandon Hauser 

Michael Hirsch 

Beverly Ingram 

Sarah Isto  

   & Gordon Harrison 

Michael Jacobson 

Merrill & Kelly Jensen 

Bart & Julie Koehler 

Sue & Tom Koester 

Lisa Kramer & Glen Wright 

Maria Gladziszewski  

   & Eric Kueffner 

L. N. (Burt) Lair 

Theresa Lauterbach  

   & LouAnn Gagné 

Konrad Liegel  

   & Karen Atkins 

Skiff & Mindy Lobaugh 

Deborah Marshall 

Mike & Kym Mauseth 

Rob Mayer 

Mark & Esther Millea 

Gary & Kathleen Miller 

Eran Hood  

   & Sonia Nagorski 

Christine & Martin Niemi 

Virginia Palmer 

Arthur Peterson 

Carol Race & Tim Arness 

Alice Rarig & Greg Williams 

Bob & Karen Rehfeld 

Matt Robus 

Kristen & Andy Romanoff 

Lee Schmidt 

Bree & Caleb Wylie 
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John Sisk & Mary Pat Schilly 

Sally Smith 

Naomi Staley 

Mike Stanley  

   & Natalee Rothaus 

Rob Steedle  

   & Jetta Whittaker 

Neil Stichert & Samia Savell 

Molly Sturdevant  

   & Dave Nussbaumer 

Paul Suchanek 

Robert Sylvester 

Brock Tabor 

James Thompson  

   & Margaret Dowling 

Joan Thompson  

   & Glenn Miller 

James & Jackie Triplette 

Thomas & Anitra Waldo 

Catherine Wallen 

Weyhrauch Family 

Steven & Helena  

   Zimmerman 

Anonymous 

 

FRIENDS $1-$99 

Kanaan Bausler 

Gretchen Bishop 

Jane Blackwell 

Koren Bosworth 

Geron & Roberta Bruce 

Shirley Campbell 

Liam Carnahan 

Jim & Susan Clark 

Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld 

Jeannette Cook 

Sarah Crawford 

Janice Criswell 

Lin Davis & Mo Longworth 

Shirley Dean 

Claire Delbecq 

Chiska Derr & Dean Heard 

Andrea & Bob Doll 

Ginny Eckert & Matt Jones 

Allison Eddins 

Thomas Ely 

Daniel Fremgen 

Hanna Fylpaa 

Joseph Giefer  

   & Karey Cooperrider 

Jane Ginter 

Paul Grant 

Deborah Gregoire 

Norton Gregory 

Brandy Grinnell 

Charles Guthrie 

Mary Hakala 

Yiting Hao 

Patricia Harding 

Ronald Heintz 

Jeanie Henry 

Jeremy Hinds 

Stephanie Hoag  

   & John Staub 

Kelsey Hogins 

Zachary Hollister  

   & Noelle Drewes 

Samuel Holmes 

John Hudson  

   & Kimberly Frangos 

Michelle & Mark Kaelke 

Cricket Keedy 

Thomas & Cynthia Krehbiel 

Sarah Kugel  

   & Thai Ha-Ngoc 

Chris & Sandra Landis 

Grace Lee 

Barbara & Craig Lindh 

Mike McKrill & Lisa Rollin 

Kristin & Brian McTague 

Luann McVey  

   & Richard Steele 

Ann & Vernon Metcalfe 

Mary Miller 

Leigh Miller 

David Mitchell 

Barbara Murray 

Susie Norvell 

Patricia O'Brien 

Dana Owen  

   & Joyce Thoresen 

Kay Parker 

Tamsen Peeples 

Susan & Jonathan Pollard 

Thad Poulson 

Douglas Redburn 

Joann Rieselbach 

Jeff Sauer  

   & Theresa Svancara 

Marylee Schmidt 

Barbara Sheinberg  

   & Norman Cohen 

Stacy Shutts 

Bridget Smith  

   & James Asper 

Gina Spartz 

Mary Lou Spartz  

   & Tracy Spartz Campbell 

Tim Spivey 

Sondra Stanway  

   & Tom Lane 

Michael Stark & MJ Grande 

Rebecca Stenson 

Lynne Stevens 

Marcia Stier 

Kathleen Strasbaugh 

David Sturdevant  

   & Susan Baxter 

Saralyn Tabachnick 

Theresa Tavel 

Emily Thompson 

Jon & Debbie Tillinghast 

Quinn Tracy  

   & Heather Parker 

Nila & Stephen Treston 

Mary Watson 

Rob & Rose Welton 

Harmony Wentz 

Patricia White 

Christine Woll 

Brenda Wright  

   & James Noel 

Susan Wylie 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

 

BUSINESS DONORS 

Alaska Electric Light  

  & Power Co. 

Alaska Sports Massage 

Alaskan Brewing Company 

Alexandria Capital LLC 

Art Sutch Photography  

   & Digital Imaging 

Breeze In (Lemon Creek) 

Douglas Island Pink  

   & Chum, Inc. 

Duck Creek Market 

Elgee Rehfeld, LLC 

Foggy Mountain Shop 

K&L Distributors 

Mt. Bradley Enterprises  

   Corporation 

Northwind Architects 

Nugget Alaskan Outfitter 

Southeast Alaska Fish  

   Habitat Partnership 

Southern Glazers Wine  

   & Spirits 

DONATIONS MADE IN 

MEMORY OF: 

June Baker 

Ron Christianson 

A.C. Cummins 

Mike Grummett 

Merritt Helfferich 

Myra Howe 

Tom Linklater 

Cliff & Sharron Lobaugh 

Casey & Kelly Newman 

Carolyn Hobbs Peterson 

T.R. Randall 

Jan Rutherdale 

Kay Smith 
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Southeast Alaska Land Trust 
119 Seward Street, Suite 2 

Juneau, AK 99801 

The Southeast Alaska Land Trust collaborates with 

communities, individuals, and organizations 

throughout Southeast Alaska to help ensure that 

highly valued habitat, recreation, open space, and 

cultural and historic areas continue to thrive for the 

well-being of each generation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Individuals age 70 ½ and older can 

donate up to $100,000 directly to 

charitable nonprofits from their 

individual retirement accounts (IRAs) 

without it being treated as taxable 

income. One essential detail — your 

plan administrator must issue the  

check directly to the charity.  

Please consider the Southeast Alaska 

Land Trust with your generous 

contribution.  

Questions? Call (907) 586-3100  

or email: info@sealt.org.  

Ever consider making 
a charitable gift from 
your IRA? 


