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The tree swallows are ready to fly
This summer, Juneau was thrilled to welcome the annual return of hundreds of tree swallows.
Weighing in at less than one ounce, these little powerhouses traveled over 6,000 miles from their
wintering sites in warmer climates, through storms and wind, dodging predators, and with
limited food and shelter. Upon arrival in the spring, they immediately built their nests with
scavenged grass and feathers in preparation for breeding and egg-laying. This is a critical time in
the life-cycle of the tree swallow.
The tree swallow population has declined all over North America by 49% in 20 years,
according to Brenda Wright of the Juneau Audubon Society. The decline cannot be attributed to
just one thing. Most agree, however, that the volume and pace of decline is alarming.
Since these cavity-nesting birds do not hollow their own nests, they are happy to take up
residence in pre-built boxes. If you have been out to the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game
Refuge in Juneau, you may have noticed a stand of nesting boxes located on neighboring
Southeast Alaska Land Trust conservation properties. These boxes have been showing up in this
location every year since 2005.
Over the course of the summer, the Juneau Audubon Society has collected invaluable data which
will be used in conservation efforts. Now, after a summer of chasing insects and raising babies,
the tree swallows are ready to fly south. It is with your help that we are able to be a part of this
conservation effort and to provide a much needed landing spot for the swallows. Thank You!
Southeast Alaska Land Trust
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Forever begins today
Over the past several months, with the coming of the tree swallows
this spring and the return of the salmon as fall approaches, I’ve been
thinking a lot about what our local conservation efforts here mean to
both wildlife and to the people of our community.
The lands we are conserving together are lands that we hope will last
for generations to come. Increasingly, we are recognizing that we
need to ensure that the kids of today are the conservationists of
tomorrow.
That’s why, in addition to direct land conservation, we are working
in partnership with groups like the Tongass Chapter of Trout
Allison Gillum, Executive Director

Unlimited, Territorial Sportsmen, and Litter Free, Inc. Together, as
we bring conservation lands to more people, we are taking steps to
ensure that people from all walks of life will have a chance to love
the land, just like you. That makes the future of conservation shine
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Conservation just got a boost, thanks to you!
Thanks to your support, we were able to add a staff member to the
Southeast Alaska Land Trust team! Krista Garrett, originally from
Washington state, will be filling the Conservation Specialist position.
Having Krista on board means that we have more capacity to not only
monitor the properties which we’ve already protected, but to make
steps toward conserving new properties for those living in and
enjoying Southeast Alaska. We are thrilled to welcome Krista to our
team. Thank you, for making more conservation possible!
To learn more about Krista, please go to our website at
www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org/about/staff/.
Krista Garrett, Conservation Specialist

Membership comes with benefits
Are you taking advantage of your Southeast Alaska Land Trust membership benefits? As a member,
you are eligible for the following discounts from these local businesses that support our mission:

One time, buy one feature film ticket, get one free
One time 20% discount off any one Simms item

AND one time, 10% discount off of a theater rental

One time 20% discount off any one Helly

10% discount off all main stage theatre tickets for

Hansen, Xtratuff, OR Grundens product

the 2018 -2019 season

Learn more, or become a member, at www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org. We thank these businesses
for supporting land conservation in Southeast Alaska. Remember to show these businesses some love!
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Arliss Sturgulewski - former state senator

Sturgulewski: Making conservation possible in Alaska

N

ow retired, Arliss Sturgulewski was twice

land presence in Alaska and the relatively recent

the Republican nominee for Alaska

passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands

governor, served as a state senator for 14 years,

Conservation Act, which designated 157 million

and devoted her career to improving state policy

acres of protected areas across Alaska, the

and Anchorage municipal government. But, for

legislature was understandably wary of proposals

land trusts across the state, her defining role was

that could be seen as suggesting additional

sponsoring legislation allowing for “conservation

avenues for conservation. But, 1989 was also a

easements” for land protection.

watershed year for another reason. On March 24,

Given today’s skepticism about politicians and the
political process, it’s important that we recognize
and honor the impact and benefits of thoughtful
political leadership. Senator Sturgulewski’s efforts

1989, an errant oil tanker, the Exxon Valdez, struck
Bligh Reef, subsequently dumping 11 million
gallons of crude oil into the clear waters of Prince
William Sound.

to create the legal basis for conservation easements

During this somewhat complicated Alaskan

made it possible for the Southeast Alaska Land

political moment, Senator Sturgulewski sought to

Trust to exist and carry out its conservation

introduce and pass Senate Bill 123, “Adopting the

mission.

Uniform Conservation Easement Act…” Over

The year 1989 was a time of skepticism about land
conservation in Alaska. Given the large federal
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more than six months, Senator Sturgulewski
shepherded SB 123 through a maze of competing
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issues, multiple public hearings in five legislative committees and finally, to Governor Steve Cowper for
his signature. On July 3, 1989, Governor Cowper signed SB 123 into law.
It was a simple bill with a powerful impact. Before the bill passed, the land trust business in Alaska was
in its infancy. Only one – just-formed – land trust existed in Alaska and the national organization, The
Nature Conservancy had only recently established a statewide presence. In less than 30 years since its
passage, we now have six Alaska-based land trusts which have protected more than 40,000 acres of land
through conservation easements and purchase.
Approaching the 30th anniversary of SB 123, it’s appropriate to honor Senator Sturgulewski’s leadership
in launching community-based land conservation in Alaska through the use of conservation easements.
We extend our deepest thanks to her for recognizing the value of this opportunity long before others did
so. It’s because of Senator Sturgulewski’s vision and perseverance that you and I are able to conserve the
best of Southeast Alaska for generations to come.
- Jay Nelson, Board Treasurer for the Southeast Alaska Land Trust

Splendor in the gardens
If you haven’t been out to the Jensen-Olson Arboretum this summer, then you’ve been missing out on
some fantastic improvements designed to enhance your visit even more. The Arboretum now has new
parking, a new entry-way, and a new trail! The gardens are blooming, so don’t wait to visit!

The Jensen-Olson Arboretum is open Wednesday-Sunday from 9:00am-5:00pm. Admission is free.
Come enjoy the grandeur of this historic garden icon!

Merrill Jensen

The Jensen-Olson Arboretum was the first property conserved by the Southeast Alaska Land Trust in 1998.
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We need your help to finish the
Marjory & Edgar Huizer Fishing Access Site!
Imagine stopping after a long day’s work to cast your line out a
few times before heading home, or picture taking the kids down
to the beach to show them how to reel in their first salmon.

That dream is becoming a reality,
thanks to the support of our community,
a host of volunteers, and your generous response
to the fundraising campaign.
Work to improve the Marjory and Edgar Huizer Fishing Access
Site is underway! Volunteers and local contractors are adding to
the parking area off North Douglas Highway, in Juneau, by
installing signs, a bench, and stairs down to the beach for a safe
and easy way to reach Gastineau Channel and the Mendenhall
Wetlands State Game Refuge.

We only need $52,000 to make it happen.
With your help, you and your family and friends will soon be
able to enjoy lazy days fishing for salmon, taking your dog for
long walks on the beach after work, or spending quality time with the kids. What do you say?
Will you help make this happen?

To contribute to this project, please visit our website: SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org
or feel free to call Allison at (907) 586-3100 for additional information.

A special THANK YOU to all of our project supporters who are making this
project a reality. Without their leadership, we would not have come this far.
$20,000+
Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game
Division of Sportfish

Joseph Newman
& Nancy Davis
Anonymous

$10,000+
Douglas Island Pink and
Chum, Inc.

$250+
Mark & Esther Millea
Arthur Peterson
Nancy Waterman
& Bill Leighty
Alex & Peggy Wertheimer

$5,000+
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.
$2,500+
Wells Fargo
Anonymous
$500+
Len & Patricia Ceder
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$100+
Eric Antrim
Marsha Buck
Matthew Felix
Pat Harris

Patricia Hull
Mike McKrill & Lisa Rollin
Jay Nelson & Rachel Stewart
Youlian Ninkov
Patricia Spence
The Juneau Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
$1-99
Shirley Campbell
Sarah Isto & Gordon Harrison
Linda Kruger
Rob Mayer
...and people like you.

Want to help?
Summer 2018
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Conservation supporters who have made planned gifts have had an extraordinary impact on our ability to
conserve land for you, and for the benefit of future generations. Proceeds from planned gifts help to ensure our
long term success and stability. (Photo: Allison Gillum greets the landowner at the Farragut Estuary
Conservation Easement.

Perpetuity means forever
The quality of life in Southeast Alaska is unparalleled. Daily,
we are privileged to enjoy Southeast Alaska’s most wild and
beautiful places: our salmon streams, rivers, muskegs, forests,
and coastlines; our incredible backyard.
Almost all nonprofits like to think of themselves as being in

WAYS TO INCLUDE
SEAL TRUST IN YOUR
ESTATE PLANNING:
 Bequests
 Gifts from Retirement
Plans & IRA’s
 Gifts of Stock
 Gifts of Land

business for a very long time, but land trusts, by definition, are
in the business of protecting land in perpetuity. Because
stewardship is forever, land trusts and legacy giving are a
natural fit.
For more information on conserving your backyard forever,
please call Allison at (907) 586-3100, or send her an email at
allison@setrust.net.
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Thanks to those who
have already included
the Southeast Alaska
Land Trust in their
estate planning.
Summer 2018

Southeast Alaska Land Trust
119 Seward Street, Suite 2
Juneau, AK 99801

Interested in breaking news?
Want to know the latest?
Sign up for our free e-news at
SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org
Follow us on Facebook at
@southeastalaskalandtrust1995
Follow us on Instagram at
@southeastalaskalandtrust

2018 Summer Newsletter

You’re Invited!

Animals in Action
with Bob Armstrong
Saturday, September 29th
7:00pm
UAS Egan Library Building
Lecture Hall
Suggested donation: $20
Join the Southeast Alaska Land Trust and
Arnie Hanger

renowned naturalist, Bob Armstrong, as he shares
with us his favorite animal action videos set to
music. It’s fun for the whole family!
More info at: SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org
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