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SOUTHEAST STEWARD 
The 

The Grand Old Apple Tree 
Historically, one of the most significant plants at the Jensen-Olson 
Arboretum in Juneau is the Grand Old Apple Tree that was most 
likely planted about 100 years ago. It can be seen in some of the 
earliest photos from the Peterson and Olson eras. In those 
photos, one finds it as a small tree growing behind the home that 
Irma and Charlie Olson built. Later photos of that era reveal its 
success and continued growth year after year. A favorite photo 
shows Irma standing in front of 
the tree while it was in full 
bloom with Marie Peterson 
looking on from the dining room 
window.     

Since my arrival in 2007, I’ve 
heard repeated references to 
the tree being a ‘Golden 
Delicious’ variety, but over the 
years I’ve had my doubts; where 
would the Peterson Girls have 
found a ‘Golden Delicious’ apple 
at a time when named cultivars 
probably wouldn’t easily have 
found their way north? Also, the 
‘Golden Delicious’ was 
introduced in 1914, and the 
possibility of finding it this far 
north that soon after 
introduction may not have been 
realistic. Since I first met this 
tree, I have been speculating 
that the Petersons started it 
from the seed of an apple one of 
them had eaten. Being the 
resourceful homesteaders they 
were, they would always have 
been looking for another food 
source. Since apples do not come true from seed, they wouldn’t 
have gotten a Golden Delicious tree from a Golden Delicious fruit.   

Through a chance reading, I discovered an opportunity to put my 
hypothesis to the test and, in the spring of 2016, got the process 
started. The noted East Malling Research Station in Kent, England 
provides a service that would allow us to finally determine what 
our tree actually is through a process of genetically fingerprinting 
our tree and comparing it with their extensive cultivar database. 
Leaf samples were meticulously collected, prepared, sent at the 
appropriate time, and analyzed. The results were screened 
against 2,400 different cultivars.   

The results: We have a unique tree that doesn’t match any known 
apple cultivars.   

Below is an excerpt from the report I received in early July of 
2016, from Dr. Edward Dobbs and his laboratory staff at the East 
Malling Research Station: 

Results: All samples gave a clear fingerprint for each of the 12 SSR 
markers used. The genotyping 
profiles obtained for the sample 
were compared against the 
standard accession, as well as the 
database for Malus held in The 
National Fruit Collection (NFC) 
(located in Brogdale, Kent) and 
other Malus accessions previously 
submitted for fingerprinting by 
other customers. The data were 
also compared to 75 accessions 
held in an observation plot at East 
Malling. Thus, more than 2,400 
different apple accessions were 
used to compare fingerprints of 
samples tested here.  

Conclusions: We can conclude 
that test sample is not “Golden 
Delicious”. In addition, this 
sample does not clearly match 
any of the fingerprinting data 
held in our data base. It suggests 
that the “Jensen-Olson” sample is 
a unique genotype. As some of 
the markers match between the 
test sample and the standard, it 
may be that the “Jensen-Olson” 
tree is a seedling of “Golden 

Delicious”.  

At some point in the not-so-distant past, someone saved a seed 
from the apple they were eating, grew it and planted it behind 
one of the historic Peterson cabins. It grew into the magnificent 
specimen that graces the Arboretum today. 

Merrill Jensen is the Arboretum Manager and Horticulturist at the 
Jensen-Olson Arboretum. The Jensen-Olson Arboretum was the first 

property protected by the Southeast Alaska Land Trust in 1998. 

The Jensen-Olson Arboretum is open Wednesday-Sunday 
from 9:00am-5:00pm. Admission is free. 

Come enjoy the grandeur of this historic garden icon! 

Grand Old Apple Tree. Photo courtesy of Merrill Jensen 

By Merrill Jensen 
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A Note From the Executive Director 

SEAL TRUST PROTECTS SUNNY POINT 
 Since 2002, SEAL Trust has been working with upland landowners adjacent to the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game Refuge in 
Juneau to permanently preserve vital wetlands and the Refuge boundary. In 2017, SEAL Trust permanently protected two new 
properties as part of our larger “Accreted Lands Project”. 

These two latest acquisitions were originally part of the Refuge, which is administratively bounded by the mean high tide line. 
As coastal glaciers retreat and land once covered by ice undergoes isostatic rebound, lowland areas rise and create new or 
“accreted” land. When the land lifts above the mean high tide line, the upland landowners are legally entitled to claim the 
accreted land as private property. 

One of the properties protected in 2017 was the final piece of land needed to completely protect the accretion lands 
surrounding Sunny Point! With these two latest acquisitions, SEAL Trust now protects 17 accreted parcels totaling over 55 acres. 

Did you know that there are 

roughly 1,300 land trusts 

throughout the United 

States working to protect 

the places they cherish? 

SEAL Trust is one of only six 

land trusts operating within 

the entire State of Alaska. 

Over the past ten years, despite Alaska’s large size 

and oftentimes challenging geography, the Alaska 

land trusts have made it a priority to meet 

face-to-face at least once every 

other year to connect, exchange 

ideas, foster partnerships, and 

discuss statewide issues 

pertinent to all Alaska land 

trusts. 

This year, for the first time ever, SEAL Trust is 

hosting the biennial Alaska Statewide Land Trust 

Meeting here in Juneau. During the last week of 

April, representatives from all six Alaska land 

trusts, as well as The Conservation Fund and The 

Nature Conservancy will be convening in Juneau to 

strengthen our relationships and ultimately to 

increase the pace of land conservation statewide. 

You’re invited to be a part of it! Please join us on 

Wednesday, April 25th from 5:00-6:30pm for the 

Meeting’s opening reception at Amalga 

Distillery in downtown Juneau. 

Come meet the Alaska land 

trusts and learn about land 

conservation efforts 

statewide! 

 
 

A big thanks to the 
Land Trust Alliance 
and the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
for making the Alaska 
Statewide Land Trust 

Meeting possible! 

Map Courtesy of Great Land Trust 



THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS 
We greatly appreciate the generosity and strong commitment to local land conservation shown by our members. SEAL Trust is 
fortunate to have a broad group of dedicated supporters building a lasting legacy of protected lands. Thank you to the following 
donors who gave so generously between January 1, 2017 and December 31, 2017. If you believe you have been left off this list in error, 
please call Amanda at (907) 586-3100. 

CHAMPIONS $1,000+ 
Kristine Allen & David Waters 
Duane Callahan 
Annie & Bud Carpeneti 
Skip & Johnny Elliott * 
Richard Gordon 
DeeAnn Grummett 
The Seligson Johnson Donor Advised Fund 
The Leighty Foundation 
Stephen Moseley 
Jay Nelson & Rachel Stewart 
Julie & Peter Neyhart 
Frank & Sally Rue * 
Nancy Waterman & Bill Leighty * 
Mary Willson 
Wendy Wolf & John Osborne 
Anonymous * 

GUARDIANS $500+ 

Clay Frick 
Pat Harris 
Aleria Jensen & Kevin Hood 
Geoff & Marcy Larson 
Hank Lentfer & Anya Maier 
Eric Olsen & Vicki Bassett * 
Alex & Peggy Wertheimer 

STEWARDS $250+ 

Mary Ellen Arvold & Dave Haas 
Marsha Buck 
Linda Buckley 
   In memory of Sharron Lobaugh 
Sandy Burd 
Keith & Carol Gerken 
Bill & Amanda Gillum 
Katharine & Jim Heumann 
Gretchen Keiser & Bob Wild 
Melinda & Jonas Lamb 
Mark & Esther Millea 
Roman Motyka 
Joseph Newman & Nancy Davis 
Grey & Beth Pendleton 
Arthur Peterson 
   In memory of Marjory & Edgar Huizer 
   & Carolyn Hobbs Peterson 
Lauren & David Rurik 
John Sisk & Mary Pat Schilly 
   In memory of Ken Leghorn 
Mary Slemmons & James Baldwin 
Jeff & Susan Sloss 
   In memory of Ken Leghorn 
Kate & Neil Slotnick 

ADVOCATES $100+ 

Kathryn Angell & Dutch Leonard 

Bob Armstrong & Pauline Strong 
Debi Ballam & Mark Schwan 
Milton Barker 
Sue Battle 
Joyanne Bloom 
Buck Bryant  
Len & Patricia Ceder 
   In memory of Bert & Georgia Stewart 
Jan Conitz 
Tom & Mila Cosgrove 
Terry Cramer 
Rich & Linda Deakins 
Paul & Karen Dillon 
Loren Domke & Kathy Nielson 
Richard Farnell & Carolyn Hess 
Matthew Felix 

Gail Findley 
Scott Foster 
Mary Furuness 
Gary Gillette 
Allison Gillum 
John Greely & Marla Berg 
Janice Hardman 
   In memory of Mike Grummett 
Mary Claire Harris 
Patricia Hull 
Gordon Harrison & Sarah Isto 
Michael Jacobson 
Bob King & Sally Schlichting 
Sue & Tom Koester 
Linda Kruger 
Eric Kueffner & Maria Gladziszewski 
Gladi Kulp & Jon Pond 
Jack & Mary Lentfer 
Judy Maier 
Deborah Marshall 
Diane Mayer & Nancy Simpson 
Gary & Kathleen Miller 
Chris & Martin Niemi 
Youlian Ninkov 
Edward O’Rourke & Julia Heinrich 
Dana Owen & Joyce Thoresen 
Thad Poulson 
Alice Rarig & Greg Williams 

Bob Rehfeld 
Linda & Paul Rosenthal 
Jan Rutherdale 
Amy Skilbred & Eric Jorgensen 
Kim & Ethel Smith 
Sally Smith 
Patricia Spence 
Naomi Staley 
Mike Stanley & Natalee Rothaus 
Neil Stichert & Samia Savell 
Jane & Richard Stokes 
Reed Stoops & Betsy Brenneman 
Paul Suchanek 
Anne Sutton 
Saralyn Tabachnick 
Joan Thompson & Glenn Miller 
Carola Thompson 
James & Jackie Triplette 
Tom Wagner 
Catherine Wallen 
Steven & Helena Zimmerman 
Anonymous 

FRIENDS $1-$99 

Grant Bain 
Steve Behnke 
Gretchen Bishop 
Elizabeth Bishop 
   In memory of Dan Bishop 
Koren & Rob Bosworth 
Steve & Melissa Brockmann 
Jacklynn Burbank 
Shirley Campbell 
Patricia Carr 
Susanna Colloredo-Mansfield 
Cathy Connor & Rodney Flynn 
Julie Coppens 
Susan Cox 
Lin Davis & Maureen Longworth 
Bob & Andrea Doll 
Ritchie Dorrier & Joel Bennett 
Michelle Drummond 
Ginny Eckert & Matt Jones 
Michele Elfers 
Thomas Ely 
Genevieve Gagne-Hawes 
Margie Germain 
Joseph Giefer & Karey Cooperrider 
Joan & Steve Gilbertson 
Jane Ginter 
Benjamin & Elizabeth Goldman 
Steve Haavig & Paula Scavera 
Bill Hanson & Kate Troll 
Heather Hardcastle 

“If you want to go fast, go 
alone. If you want to go far, 
go together.” 
        -African Proverb 



SEAL Trust staff is hard at work finalizing site plans 

and permits in order to make the Marjory & Edgar 

Huizer Fishing Access Site a reality! Planned site 

improvements include: 

• Access stairs down to the beach

• Public parking for five cars

• Bank restoration and stabilization

• A kiosk and educational signage

Located at 2.7 mile of North Douglas Highway, in 

Juneau, this new public access point will provide easy 

and safe access to Gastineau Channel and the 

Mendenhall Wetlands State Refuge for public 

reaction, including hunting and fishing access. 

Construction is slated to begin this spring, and a 

ribbon cutting ceremony will take place this summer. 

FRIENDS continued 
Cindy Hartmann Moore 
Jeanie & Pat Henry 
Stephanie Hoag & John Staub 
Merrill & Kelly Jensen 
Di Johnson & Michael Hekkers 
Beth Kerttula & Jim Powell 
Jim & Mary Lou King 
Bart & Julie Koehler 
Thomas & Cynthia Krehbiel 
Terri Lauterbach 
Joyce Levine 
David Love 
Timothy Maguire 
Mike & Kym Mauseth 
Rob Mayer 
Luann McVey 
Steve Merli 
Douglas Mertz & Margo Waring 
Helen & Dave Mestas * 
   In memory of Robert James Thye 
Phillip Moser 
Sonia Nagorski & Eran Hood 
Patricia O’Brien 
Katherine Peet 
Carol Race & Timothy Arness 
Douglas Redburn 
Bart Rozell 
Deb Rudis & Kim Titus 
Millie Ryan 
Jeff Sauer & Theresa Svancara 
Barb Sheinberg 
Misty Smith 
Gina Spartz 
   In memory of Tom Linklater 
Mary Lou Spartz & Tracy Spartz 
   Campbell 
Rebecca Stenson 
Lynne Stevens 
Jane Arliss Sturgulewski 
Bob Sylvester 
Brock Tabor 
Theresa Tavel 
Nathan Walker 
Mary Watson 
Steven Weaver 
Lennon Weller & Miranda McCarty 
Cricket White 
James & Patricia Wilson 
Brenda Wright & James Noel 
Bree & Caleb Wylie 
Anonymous 

* SEAL Trust Legacy Fund Donors

THANK YOU
to all our supporters! 
We could not do it 

without you! 

 

 A big THANK YOU to all of our project supporters so far: 

UPDATE: Marjory & Edgar Huizer Fishing Access Site 

$20,000+ 
Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game 
   Division of Sportfish 
$10,000+ 
Douglas Island Pink and 
   Chum, Inc. 
$5,000+ 
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. 
$2,500+ 
Wells Fargo 
Anonymous 

$500+ 
Len & Patricia Ceder 
Joseph Newman  
   & Nancy Davis 
Anonymous 
$250+ 
Mark & Esther Millea 
Nancy Waterman  
   & Bill Leighty 
Arthur Peterson 
Alex & Peggy Wertheimer 
$100+ 
Marsha Buck 

Matthew Felix 
Pat Harris 
Patricia Hull 
Jay Nelson & Rachel Stewart 
Juneau Chapter of  
   Trout Unlimited 
Youlian Ninkov 
Patricia Spence 
$1-99 
Shirley Campbell 
Sarah Isto & Gordon Harrison 
Linda Kruger 
Rob Mayer 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
We still need to raise 

$52,000
to cover project costs. 

Please donate today at our 

website: 

SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org 

or call the office at 

(907) 586-3100 

THANK YOU!



Members are eligible for 
discounts from the following 

local businesses that 
support our mission:  

Leave a lasting legacy 
for Southeast Alaska 
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Making a bequest to the Southeast Alaska 
Land Trust is a simple way to protect the 
places you value. You can name the Southeast 
Alaska Land Trust as a beneficiary in your will, 
trust, retirement plan, life insurance policy, or 
financial accounts. Anyone can make a 
bequest, and no amount is too small. 

For more information, contact Allison Gillum: 
(907) 586-3100 | Allison@setrust.net 

The Southeast Alaska Land Trust cannot  render tax or legal advice. 
Please consult your financial advisor before making a gift.

YES! I want to help preserve the

natural landscapes of my community! 

Gifts of any size are welcome and make a difference!  

Name___________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_____________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________________________ 
О I would like to remain anonymous. 

The Southeast Alaska Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Your gift is tax deductible. 

Please clip and mail with your check to: 
Southeast Alaska Land Trust, 119 Seward St., Ste. 2, Juneau, AK 99801 

or donate online at our website: www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org. THANK YOU!

Alaska Wild 

Help Keep 

JUNEAU WETLANDS 
COMMUNITY CLEANUP 

Saturday, April 28 

4th ANNUAL WILD FOR 
CONSERVATION 5K 

Saturday, June 9 

FLY CASTING WORKSHOP 
with Trout Unlimited 

August (Date TBD) 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE 
& WINE PULL 

Friday, December 7 

We thank these 

businesses for 

supporting land 

conservation in 

Southeast 

Alaska! 

http://www.SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org


Southeast Alaska Land Trust 
119 Seward Street, Suite 2 
Juneau, AK 99801 

2018 Winter Newsletter 

New Signs Mark SEAL Trust Properties 
Have you noticed our new signs around town? Starting last 
year, several of SEAL Trust’s conservation properties were 
adorned with signs—our first property signs ever! These 
signs help to identify our conservation properties, improve 
our visibility in the community, and increase awareness of 
SEAL Trust’s work and mission.   

We’re not done yet! If you would like to volunteer to help  
install property signs with us this summer, or if you would 
like information about donating materials for installation, 
please contact us at: 

info@setrust.net or (907) 586-3100. 
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