The Southeast Steward
Mendenhall Wetlands Edition

As part of the Juneau Airport expansion permitting in 2008 and
2009, SEAL Trust received $5.7 million to mitigate for impacts to
the Mendenhall Wetlands. Our responsibility is to use this money to protect lands similar to and in close proximity to the impacted Mendenhall Wetlands. One goal is to purchase accreted
land from willing landowners around the Mendenhall Wetlands
State Refuge (see the back page for an explanation of accretion).
Accreted land, once it belongs to the upland landowner, reduces
the size of the Refuge. SEAL Trust has worked hard over the past
4 years to acquire accreted lands and protect the significant recreational and natural values of the Refuge.

29.01 acres protected
7 properties
2950 feet of Refuge
boundary protected

Living among glaciers in Southeast Alaska, you’ve probably heard about accretion.
It occurs when glaciers retreat, reducing the pressure on the land. Over time,
the newly “lightened” land begins to rebound. This uplift has major ramifications for any boundaries that were defined by a tide line. Much
of the boundary of the Mendenhall Wetlands State Game
Refuge is such a border—it is defined as the mean
high tide line. As the land around the Refuge
uplifts, the mean high tide moves seaward.
This is happening most noticeably in SEAL
Trust’s focus areas—Sunny Point and the
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Mendenhall Peninsula. Accreted land, once
claimed by the upland landowner, becomes private and is technically no longer a part of the Refuge.

Sunny Point Park, Lot 1 & 2
Gandercall Lot 3 (2 acres)

(14.1 acres)

Gandercall Lot 4 (2 acres)

Branta, Lot 2 (2.42 acres)

Grey Goose Lot 2 (2.04 acres)

King Easement (1 acre)

Wigeon Ponds (6.45 acres)

Please consider including SEAL
Trust in your PFD plans!
southeastalaskalandtrust.org/you-can-help/
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